Chapter Nine

The Commander-in-Chief

If I could move that battle with my hands 1
No, it don't work. I'm not a general.
All I can do is trust the men who are.1

STEPHEN VINCENT BEN&T: John Brown's Body,

THE President of the United States is not
only the head of the Union, he is, in the
words of the Constitution, 'Commander-in-Chief
of the army and the navy of the United States,
and of the militia of the several states, when
called into the actual service of the United
States/ These two functions of head of the state
and Commander-in-Chief are commonly united
in the person of the same officer in the constitu-
tions of modern states, but when this is done it
is not always intended that the exercise of the
powers of Commander-in-Chief should be more
than nominal. In the United States, however,
where the President was intended to be more
than a figurehead, it was not to be assumed that
he would not exercise his powers in all his capa-
cities. In the case of Abraham Lincoln it is
found that his use of his powers as Commander-
in-Chief brought in a new conception of the Pre-
sident's role in this office, and left a permanent
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